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Manager’s Comments

You’ll find several stories in this 
issue of The Communicator that talk 
about tradition. Whether it’s renovating 
old buildings or honoring our pioneer-
ing citizens, I believe it’s important for a 
community to hold fast to its past, even 
while it works toward the future.

The same is true for cooperatives. 
Cooperatives like New Hope Telephone 
can trace their beginnings back to a 
desire by citizens to do something bet-
ter for themselves. Building on a spirit 
of community pride and concern for 
their neighbors, these pioneering men 
and women did the hard work of form-
ing a member-owned utility that would 
borrow thousands of dollars from the 
federal government and build a system to 
improve everyone’s lives.

That tradition is still important at 
New Hope Telephone Cooperative. This 
company was not formed to generate 
huge profits for its shareholders. It was 
formed to provide an important service to 
its members, and to look for ways to pro-
vide additional services to meet the needs 
of the growing communities it served.

NHTC was also formed to provide a 
quality, reliable service to a region over-
looked by the big investor-owned utili-
ties. Just because people choose to live in 
a rural setting doesn’t mean they should 
have to sacrifice access to technology 
and the conveniences it brings.

Another reason your cooperative was 
formed was to deliver these services in a 
friendly, hometown manner, as quickly 
as possible and at a competitive price. 
When neighbors are serving neighbors, 
they treat one another the way they 
would want to be treated. And when a 
problem does arise, members can talk to 
a live person — on the phone or in our 
office — and discuss what needs to be 
done to remedy the problem.

These are strong traditions that have 
made NHTC successful for more than 
five decades. And we remain committed 
to these traditions even as we move for-
ward into a future that almost seems like 
science fiction. As you read about fiber 
optic technology that can carry voice, 
high speed Internet and video services 
into your home across a thin strand of 
glass, remember that these great ad-
vances stand firmly on the foundation of 
quality and member-focused service that 
this company was built upon more than 
50 years ago.

NHTC is built on tradition... and 
we’re building for the future

Tom Wing is General 
Manager of New 
Hope Telephone 
Cooperative

Watch the General Managers Video Report

If you didn’t make it to NHTC’s Annual Meeting  you can still view the video 

presentation and comments made by General Manager Tom Wing. Just 

visit NHTC’s Web site at www.nehp.net, click on ‘Annual Meeting’ in the 

column on the left, then click again on ‘General Manager’s Report’. 
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Don McCowan 
November 28, 1940 — May 21, 2008

In Loving Memory
New Hope Telephone Cooperative 

remembers a dedicated employee who 
brought life and laughter with him to 
work everyday.

Don McCowan, 67, of Owens Cross 
Roads passed away in May. He served 
cooperative members for 40 years as 
the Central Office Supervisor before 
retiring in 2000. 

McCowan was also a veteran, hav-
ing served his country in the U.S. Army 
during Vietnam. 

“You could not ask for a bet-
ter neighbor or co-worker than Don 
McCowan,” says friend and former co-
worker Virginia Mann.

“His dry sense of humor is some-
thing I will always remember,” she 
says.

Jim Warren, who worked with 

McCowan for more than 20 years 
agrees. “Don had a mild-mannered 
personality. He got along well with 
everyone,” recalls Warren. “He treated 
everybody the same. We all thought a 
lot of Don and his wife.”

NHTC employees say his trademark 
phrase was, “Let me think about it.” 
Now, all are thinking about him and his 
family.

Don is survived by his wife Linda 
Gail McCowan; daughter Crystal 
Anderton and her husband Chris; 
two grandchildren Chase and Cayley 
Anderton and two sisters Judith and 
Ann Martin. He was the son of the late 
Willie and Ruby McCowan.

The employees of NHTC extend 
their sympathy to his wife, children and 
family.

Join us for

Customer AppreCiAtion DAy
Friday,  July 18, 2008

Hot dogs • Cokes • PoPCorn

Register for dooR pRizes
to be given away throughout the day!

5053 Main drive • new Hope,  AL • 256.723.4600citizensbanktrust.com



Page 4   The Communicator • July 2008

Protecting children from online dangers
As parents, you want to do every-

thing you can to protect your child. You 
buy them protective helmets to wear 
while riding their bicycles. You teach 
them not to play with fire. But what are 
you doing to protect them while on the 
computer?

In today’s world the Internet is an 
invaluable tool that almost every family 
has. Children can learn, research school-
work, play games online and even chat 
with friends. 

But there are dangers online. There 
are people who use the Internet to try to 
harm or exploit children. However, the 
Internet doesn’t have to be scary. 

New Hope Telephone Cooperative 
has prepared some tips for protecting 
your family from the dangers that can be 
found on the World Wide Web.

• Keep the computer in a 
common area. Even better, set the 
computer monitor so that it can be easily 
seen and check often.

• Know who your chil-
dren are communicating 
with. Teach them not to give out any 
personal information, this includes their 
age, where they live or what school they 
attend. Don’t post pictures that could 
give out details either. 

• Keep the dialog open. Let 
your children know they can talk to you 
about anything and encourage them to 
tell you if anything scary or uncomfort-
able happens online. 

• agree on house rules. 
Keep them posted near the computer 
monitor as a reminder of what is and is 
not acceptable.

• consider disallowing 
chat room visits. 89% of all 
solicitations for sex online occur in chat 
rooms.

• thinK about filtering 
or blocKing software. NHTC  
offers filtering for only $5 per month. Or 
you can try software such as Cybersitter.  
     A wealth of information about Internet 
safety is available online. NHTC encour-
ages parents to visit the following sites 
for more information:

— For young children: The Disney 
site surfswellisland.com has games for 
kids and information about online safety.

— For teens: Visit 2smrt4u.com and 
http://tcs.cybertipline.com

— For parents: There are powerful 
tips for all age groups at getnetwise.com 
and www.childrenspartnership.org.s 

Congratulations
Blake Barnes

Winner of
People’s state Bank of Commerce

$1,000 scholarship!

Best Wishes to all Area Graduates!

5399 Main Street, Grant 
728-4213

www.psboc.com
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We know you.
We know the area.

Let’s get together
and Sell Your Home!

List with professionals
you know and trust!

Sue Swann
Realtor®

Mobile: 509-7062
sueswann182@hotmail.com

Dennis Martin
Owner/Broker

Mobile: 658-1457
dencom@nehp.net

Freddy Hill
Realtor®

Mobile: 302-9548
frhill@nehp.net

723-3184 • 866-723-3184 
10160 Hwy 431 S., Ste. 3 • New Hope, AL

Public Announcement:
The digital 
Television Transition
on February 17, 2009, tV stations 
will cease broadcasting in analog 
and switch to all digital signals.  Ana-
log tV sets not connected to cable, 
satellite, or other pay-tV service (in 
other words, tVs that use antennas 
or ‘rabbit ears’ for over-the-air tV) 

will need a digital converter box after February 17. Analog-only tVs should 
continue to work as before to receive low-power, Class A or translator 
tV stations and with cable and satellite tV services, gaming consoles, VCrs, 
dVd players and similar products.  the federal government is offering dis-
count coupons for viewers who need to purchase converter boxes for ana-
log tV sets.  For more information on the dtV transition or if you have any 
additional questions please visit the Web site www.dtV.gov.  For discount 
coupons, visit www.dtv2009.gov or call 1-888-dtV-2009 (1-888-388-2009).

will need a digital converter box after February 17. Analog-only 

Can we see your 
house numbers?

When our servicemen are sent 
to your home to make repairs they 
don’t always know the exact loca-
tion. It is really important that your 
house numbers are prominently dis-
played. If your house sits well off the 
road, your house numbers should 
be displayed on your mailbox or a 
marker post. 

It’s also important to remember 
that while the mailman travels the 
same route daily to deliver your mail, 
emergency responders and repair-
men could come from any direction. 
That’s why it is important to post 
numbers on both sides of the mail-
box or post. With a fire or ambulance 
emergency it could make all the 
difference.
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A time of

Dedication
For a town to fully understand how 

far it has come, it must appreciate where 

it has come from. Every community 

stands on the shoulders of those who 

came before, of those who sacrificed, 

of those whose sweat and blood and 

labor provided the fuel for progress. 

Before today’s highways, there was 

someone who said “let’s build a road 

into town.” Before our air-conditioned 

classrooms and irrigated football fields, 

a few neighbors decided to share their 

time and money to build a one-room 

school house. Long before a grow-

ing population and new subdivisions, 

someone took a chance and opened a 

general store or a service station or a 

barber shop and hoped they would have 

enough customers to stay in business.

The history of any city is colored with 

stories of such people, pioneers who 

saw beyond the current state of their 

hometown and into the possibilities of its 

future. They worked hard, and sacrificed. 

They led by example, and inspired oth-

ers. They built buildings, opened busi-

nesses, held public office. They encour-

aged change, promoted progress, and 

from their visions created a new reality 

to benefit everyone. And in so doing, 

they forged the pillars upon which the 

next generation would write another 

chapter in the life of the town.

On August 24th at 2 p.m., the City 

of New Hope will acknowledge the 

contributions of two such pioneers. In 

a community-wide celebration, the old 

Texaco service station will be named the 

Jabbo Taylor Center, and city hall will be 

named the James Nolan Hill  Building. 

Here are the stories behind these honors.

In the curve of Main Street in 
downtown New Hope sits a building 
that holds countless memories for local 
residents. For over 50 years, the Taylor 
family kept the community’s vehicles 
on the road by providing fuel and basic 
services from the Texaco station.

On August 24th, the building will 
become known as the Jabbo Taylor 
Center, named after the man who ran 
the service station for many years. He 
was also known throughout the area for 
calling basketball games, and he also 
started New Hope’s fire department.

Though the old service station has 
sat empty for a number of years, it will 
soon become busy with commercial 
activity again thanks to the efforts of 
Larry and Tara Furlough. The couple, 
owners of Tara Graphics in New Hope 
and Tara Manufacturing in Owens Cross 
Roads, has remodeled the structure with 
some exciting plans for its future.

“We knew this building had poten-
tial,” says Larry Furlough. “We wanted 
to maintain the original look of the 
building, to preserve its integrity.”

 And they did. The building retained 
its nostalgic feel through the modern 
renovation. Initially, it will house a lo-
cal business in a portion of the space, 
and plans are to establish a community 
outreach service in another section.

Jabbo Taylor’s son, Butch Taylor, 
says he and his family appreciate the ef-
forts by the Furloughs to repurpose the 
building. “It has brought back a lot of 
memories of my Dad and family,” says 
Taylor, a retired New Hope coach and 
teacher who now serves in the Alabama 
House of Representatives. “This has 
made our family very proud.”

Butch Taylor spent countless hours 
working at the service station as a 
youngster, and even after he became 
a teacher. Jabbo Taylor worked there 
with his father E.L. Taylor, the original 
proprietor.

Jabbo Taylor
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Mark your calendar 
Make plans to attend the dedication ceremonies for these two historical buildings on Sunday, August 24, 2008. 

The Jabbo Taylor Center will be dedicated at 2:00 p.m. at the building followed by a ceremony for the James 

Nolan Hill Building at City Hall. Refreshments will be served by the New Hope Historical Association and Family 

First Homemakers Club inside City Hall immediately after the dedications.

Some buildings have such a history 
that it seems the town grew up around 
them. So it is with the old Butler Brothers 
building at the heart of downtown New 
Hope.

On August 24th, citizens will dedi-
cate the building to the memory of James 
Nolan Hill. A New Hope native who 
always had a heart for the progress of his 
town, Hill served on the New Hope City 
Council from 1980 to 1984 and as mayor 
from 1988 to 1992.

It was during his tenure as mayor that 
Hill saw the opportunity to bring the past 
and the future together for the good of 

the town. “City hall was where the New 
Hope Telephone Cooperative building 
sits now,” says Craig Hill, son of the 
former mayor. His father led the efforts 
to purchase the old Butler Brothers build-
ing and renovate it for use as a new city 
hall, even while preserving the structure’s 
historical characteristics.

His plans did not stop there. Mayor 
Hill also led the city to purchase the ad-
jacent building to locate an extension of 
the Huntsville Public Library.

“He dreamed of New Hope growing,” 
says Linda Hill, the mayor’s high school 
sweetheart who was married to him until 
his death in June of 2000. “He had a lot 
of positive dreams for this town.”

One of those dreams included the 
passage of zoning ordinances for the 
city, which are often controversial in the 
beginning stages but always necessary to 
a community’s growth. “That is a good 
indication of his progressive leadership,” 
says Craig Hill, who himself serves on 
the New Hope City Council today.

James Nolan Hill was always think-
ing of ways to make things better in New 
Hope, his family remembers, so people 
would be proud of their hometown and 
choose to stay there. The fruit of his vi-
sion and efforts are in evidence in his own 
family — his wife and two sons all live 
within a mile of each other, and his sons’ 
wives both teach at New Hope school.

James Nolan Hill

new Hope City Hall will be 

dedicated as the James nolan Hill 

Building. Craig Hill, left, is assistant 

principal at madison County 

High school and is following in 

his father’s footsteps by serving 

on the new Hope City Council. 

mayor Hill’s wife Linda, right, was 

a cheerleader at new Hope 

High school, and was cheering 

her sweetheart on from the 

sidelines the night he ran the first 

touchdown ever scored on the 

school’s new football field. 



Serious anglers across the United 
States know that North Alabama offers 
some of the best freshwater fishing in the 
country. And every year those coming to 
pull largemouths and crappie from Lake 
Guntersville discover what the locals 
have known for decades: Kellers is the 
place to stop before hitting the water.

Kellers Tackle and Grocery is a 
Madison County landmark. Opened by 
Ernest Keller almost a half-century ago, 
it was owned and operated for many 
years by his daughter Doris and her hus-
band Thomas Barnard.

While it bears the same name today, 
the little country store has a new pro-
prietor. Darrell Newman, a 
native of West Virginia, 

bought Kellers in 2005, and has been 
slowly making changes to the establish-
ment. “It has always been my plan to 
have a tackle shop near the lake,” says 
Newman, who transferred to Madison 
County with the Toyota plant five years 
ago. “This is a little earlier than what I 
wanted to do in my career, but when I 

saw the store I saw a lot of oppor-
tunity for it.”

Newman responded to a 
newspaper ad offering a business 
opportunity, and soon found him-
self spending a great deal of time 
at Kellers. He made the decision 
to purchase the store, knowing he 
wanted to make some changes. 
“When I bought the store it was a 
convenience store that sold a little 
bit of tackle,” he says. “What I 
want it to be is a tackle shop that 
sells a little bit of convenience 
items.”

Newman took a slow ap-
proach to change. He started by 

looking at existing inventory, cleaning 
out older items, improving the selection 
of tackle, and monitoring sales to see if 
customers responded.

They did. “We’ve increased our 
tackle inventory by 500 to 600 percent,” 
Newman says. This includes dozens of 
brands of lures, and a wide selection of 

rods, reels and combos. And the store 
continues its tradition of offering 
plenty of live bait.

A statement on the store’s 

Web site, www.kellerstackle.com, reads: 
“We are not a Wal Mart, or a Bass Pro 
Shops, but we are convenient. We carry 
a moderate, but well thought out supply 
of the basic items that you would need if 
you were getting ready to hit the water.”

No one wants to fish on an empty 
stomach, and Kellers has long provided 
snack foods, drinks and even cold cuts. 
But for Newman, one thing was miss-
ing. “We had all you needed except for 
hot food,” he says. And so he gradually 
began the process of phasing out the 
garage, where they offered tires and oil 
changes, and remodeling the 
space for a modern deli.

Customers appre-
ciate the effort. It 
has been one 
year since the 
deli opened, 
and the response has been 
overwhelming. Some morn-
ings, especially Saturdays, 
employees find customers in the 
parking lot when they arrive to open 
the store before 4 a.m., waiting on a hot 
breakfast.

Lunch is served from 11 a.m. until 
4 p.m., offering hungry fishermen hot 
sandwiches on toasted bread, old fash-
ioned hamburgers, corn dogs and more. 

While Newman has made many 
changes to the store, he understands the 
importance of maintaining the Kellers 
tradition. “Thomas and Doris were pil-
lars of the community,” he says. “They 

prietor. Darrell Newman, a 
native of West Virginia, 

rods, reels and combos. And the store 
continues its tradition of offering 
plenty of live bait.

A statement on the store’s 

prietor. Darrell Newman, a 
brands of lures, and a wide selection of 

rods, reels and combos. And the store prietor. Darrell Newman, a 
native of West Virginia, 

rods, reels and combos. And the store 
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Local icon adds deli, increases tackle inventory under new ownership

Darrell Newman has increased the tackle inventory at 
Keller’s since purchasing the landmark store in 2005.



Carrie Green wants to make your 
dreams of home ownership a reality. 
She is proud to bring the professional 
service and reputation of Home America 
Mortgage to Grant. Give Carrie a call 
and see how she can help you get into 
the home of your dreams! Contact her at 
cgreen@homeamericamortgage.com. 

8606 Simpson Point Road • Grant, AL 35747
800-585-2684 • www.homeamerica.info

WHOLESALE INTEREST RATES   —  CALL fOR A fREE quOTE TODAy!
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were well thought 
of, and they supported 

their community.”
That commitment is some-

thing he has worked hard to con-
tinue, supporting local schools, 
little league teams and such.

Since buying the store, 
Newman has retired from Toyota 
to devote more time to Kellers. 
“There’s been a steep learning 
curve, “says Newman, who had 
no retail experience prior to pur-
chasing the establishment. But 
he has learned much, and looks 
forward to growing Kellers into 
the tackle shop of his dreams 
while meeting the needs of fish-
ermen looking for that next big 
catch from the waters of North 
Alabama.s

With the addition of the deli at Kellers Tackle and Grocery customers can now get hot biscuits before 
they hit the lake in the morning and get cold cuts for the cooler. Those looking for something hot can 
indulge in a hamburger, grilled chicken or toasted sandwich, chicken fingers and more. The deli opens 
for breakfast at 4:00 a.m. and starts serving lunch at 11:00 a.m. daily. Shown above: Jill Lewis, deli 
manager and breakfast cook, prepares a turkey sandwich made-to-order for customer Jim Duncan. 



Page 10   The Communicator • July 2008

Art Show for Students at New Hope
Students at New 

Hope High School com-
peted in a school wide 
Art Competition before 
the school year ended, 
netting three students 
cash prizes. The Art 
Show is an annual event 
sponsored by the Parent 
Teacher Organization 
and the NHHS Art Club.

Maria Keel, 11th 
grade, took home first 
place and $100 for a 
self-portrait drawn in 
a torn paper portrait 
collage style. Kristyna 
Dudley, 11th grade, ex-
pressed her view of the 
war through a 
painting that earned her 2nd place and 
$50. Shelby Davis, 10th grade, drew a 
self-portrait that helped her secure 3rd 
place and $25.

New Hope High School second-year 
art teacher Patti Owen says the students, 
including those not in art class, were 
excited the day of the competition. She 
says those students who participated 
impressed her with their different styles 
and hard work.

“I was very pleased with the students’ 
work. They have worked hard,” she says. 
“The talent put forth with effort is amaz-
ing to see. Incredible.” 

The types of media the students work 
with will help make the transition from 
high school to college easier. Owens said 
the students had the opportunity to go 
to the Birmingham Museum of Art and 
Alabama A&M Ceramics department. 
While at Alabama A&M University, stu-
dents were able to work with Ceramics 
Professor Jennie Couch, who judged this 
year’s competition.

“The three 
pieces chosen for 
the top prizes are 
examples of com-
bining technique 
and content to 
create a work of 
visual harmony and 
unity,” says Couch. 
“Each of these three 
works exhibits con-
trol and mastery of 
the medium that en-
hances the subject 
matter. There is a 
sense that the artists 
were searching for 
the most interesting 
way to deal with the 
problem presented 
to them.”

In July, NHHS 
students’ artwork 
will be on exhibit 
at Alabama A&M 

University. Gallery 
Director and Professor 
of Printmaking, Scott 
Smith, chose the 
pieces to display at the 
Morrison Gallery. Those 
students whose art will 
be on featured are: 
Emily Sadler, Melanie 
Childers, Maria Keel, 
Ashley Welch, Stephanie 
Forsythe, Anna Parks, 
Ashleigh Quick, Jessica 
Hubbard, Shelby Davis, 
Breana Cooper, Brandy 
Bearden, Kristyna 
Dudley, Ashlynn 
Maples, Anna-Kathryn 
Carpenter and Taylor 
Bates.s

Winners of the NHHS Art Show are shown above with their artwork. They are (L to R) 
Shelby Davis, 10th grade; Kristyna Dudley, 11th grade; and Maria Keel, 11th grade. They 
will be among several students in Ms. Owen’s art class who will have artwork on display 
at Alabama A&M University in July.

 Marty Williams, Owner, Certified HVAC Contractor
Phone 426-9779 or723-2477

• We Service All Makes and Models 
• Custom Installation & Repair 

• Maintenance Any Manufacturer Warranty 
• Residential & Light Commercial

• Maintenance Agreements Available
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Working outdoors on a hot sum-
mer day will make you thirsty! I try to 
quench my thirst with water, Gatorade, 
iced tea, and soft drinks, but I just get 
thirsty again. Sometimes I think, if I 
could find something that would really 
quench my thirst I would make sure I 
had plenty on hand during these really 
hot summer days. 

This reminds me of a story in the 
Bible where Jesus tells a woman that 
he can give her a drink of water and 
she “shall never thirst again”. (John 
4) Jesus was not talking about a literal 
drink of water but something much 
more meaningful.  

It seems that this woman was 
thirsting for a meaningful and lasting 
relationship.  Jesus asked the woman to 
“Go, call her husband and come here. 
The woman answered, and said, I have 
no husband. Jesus said unto her, Thou 
hast well said, I have no husband; For 
thou hast had five husbands, and he 
whom thou now hast is not thy hus-
band; that saidst thou truly.”   

Jesus used thirst for water to reveal 
the real truth. Broken relationships 
seemed to be the story of her life. What 
she needed was a meaningful stable re-
lationship. Jesus did not point an accus-
ing finger but offered a solution to her 
“thirst”. The woman left her waterpot, 
and went into the city and invited oth-
ers to “Come and see a man, who told 
me all things that I did.”  

Are you “thirsty”? Come and meet 
the thirst quencher!

See you in church Sunday.

Pastor’s Notes

By Larry Bishop, Pastor

First Baptist Church

New Hope 

4th of July Festival
at Grant City Park

Friday, July 4th

There’s fun for the whole family:
• Carnival   

 • Entertainment from local bands
• Grant Pool

& so much,  more!

there is no admission fee for this event

Enjoy a Spectacular Fireworks Show

1858 - 2008
Sesquicentennial Celebration of

Poplar Ridge School
July 12 - 9 a.m. until Noon at the school

(a light lunch will be served)

Location: 5 miles ne of new Hope and 2 miles south of 
Cherry tree road on poplar ridge road
this is the only one room school building still standing in madison County. 
priscilla scott is collecting historical information for a book on the school. 
proceeds from book sales will be used for upkeep and maintenance of the 
school building. 

Attention Ladies
“Women Helping Women”, a community outreach program dedicated 
to helping women, is coming to New Hope this fall. Learn how to:

• Put your best foot forward in a job interview   • Plan for the future
   • Open a checking account and balance your checkbook    

• Deal with hopelessness and despair   • Raise children by yourself
• Eat healthy and stay fit   • Plus, much more!

Pick up at a survey at the New Hope Library, NHTC, CARE Center and Tara 
Graphics, or call Tammy at 725-2500,extension 317.
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Dreaming of a Kitchen or Bath Remodel?

Mr. Fix It 723-2835 | www.mrfixit@nehp.net | owners, Har lan & Kim Worley

Then you are ready for the “Mr. Fix It Experience!”
Here’s how mr. Fix it can turn your dreams into reality. First, Kim & Harlan meet with you to discuss your project and your budget.
next, Kim plans your project and returns with design concepts for you to view on the computer. once you decide on the details,
Harlan gets to work on your remodeling project — from electrical to plumbing to tile, and even custom-built furniture. the end 
result is a professional job completed on time and within budget. that’s the mr. Fix it experience!

Rep. Butch Taylor, who brought back $66,000 in state funding for the school, is pictured 
with New Hope Assistant Principal Raymona Bevel.

New Hope School receives $66,000 in state funds  
to renovate the rock gym

When Butch Taylor was a young boy, he 
remembers coming to the old rock gym at New 
Hope to watch his father call basketball games. A 
few years later, he was on the court himself, first as 
a player and then as a coach. Today, as a member 
of the Alabama House of Representatives, Taylor 
is helping keep the gym open to serve another 
generation.

Earlier this year Taylor secured $66,000 in edu-
cation bond money for New Hope School. The funds 
will be used to renovate the gym, which is in need of 
repairs to its walls and ceilings.

Raymona Bevel, assistant principal of the el-
ementary and high school, says the money will help 
create a better learning environment for students. 
“We are so thankful to have Butch Taylor in the 
Alabama House of Representatives,” she says. “He 
knows education, he knows our town, and he knows 
our needs.”s
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Inspiration Corner
If you follow this column you know 

Independence Day is my favorite secular 
holiday. Our history reminds me of men 
living faith; men who were more afraid 
of future generations living in tyranny 
than they were of dying; men willing to 
fight at all cost so you and I, and even 
people in other countries, could live in a 
Land of the Free. Patrick Henry wrote in 
a letter to his president: “It is in vain, sir, 
to extenuate the matter. Gentleman may 
cry ‘Peace, peace’ – but there is no peace. 
The war is actually begun! Our brethren 
are already in the field. Why stand we 
here idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? 
What would they have? Is life so dear, or 
peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the 
price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, 
Almighty God! I know not what course 
others may take; but as for me, give me 
liberty or give me death!”

I wonder if, in God looking down 
and seeing His children being chained 
to sin and death, could Jesus have said 
something to the effect, “I know not what 
course others may take; but as for me, 
give THEM liberty or give me death!” 
Those who accept Jesus’ death as their 
Liberty are free, yet many still live in 
bondage. I pray as we celebrate our na-
tion’s Independence, believers will also 
celebrate freedom by witnessing to oth-
ers the victory of Christ, no matter the 
“cost”. Should you not yet be free from 
the bondage of sin and death, please look 
in a Christ-serving church near you. 

One Nation Under God! Amen!

Michael Carpenter, Pastor 

  New Hope United Methodist  

  Church & Oak Bowery  

  United Methodist Church

Quality work
at affordable prices.
• Dependable Service
• Quality Installation
• Preventive Maintenance

AlAbAmA ToTAl ComforT
Heating & Cooling

Glenn Cooper, Owner
State Certified Contractor

256-725-4455
256-755-2716

Ask about our lifetime compressor warranty

723-4181
Hwy 431 S. • New Hope

There’s something for everyone

Bring the family and
enjoy a great meal

at an affordable price!

Baker elected to  
School Board

New Hope native and long-time 
educator Tony Baker was elected last 
month to Place No. 4 on the Jackson 
County Board of Education. Baker was 
recently inducted into the Madison 
County Sports Hall of Fame, and 
was honored as New Hope School’s 
Alumnus of the Month in April.
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Owens Cross Roads Homemakers Club

Margaret’s Chess Pie

1/2 cup butter, melted
1 Tbsp. vinegar

3 eggs, slightly beaten

1 tsp. vanilla
2 Tbsp. cornmeal
1-1/2 cups sugar

Preheat oven to 325º. Combine all ingredients in 
mixing bowl. Mix well. Pour into 8” or 9” unbaked 
pie shell. Bake for approximately 45 minutes, or 
until firm.

Sherry’s 
Chinese Fruit Pie

1 stick melted butter
1 cup sugar

1/2 cup chopped dates
1/2 cup chopped pecans

1/2 cup coconut
2 eggs, beaten

1/2 tsp. vanilla
1/2 tsp. vinegar

Preheat oven to 350º. Combine all ingredients and 
mix well. Pour into unbaked pie shell. Bake for 
about 50 minutes.

Regina’s
Apple Salad

4 apples, peeled & cubed
20 oz. crushed pineapple

2 Tbsp. butter
1/2 cup plain flour

8 oz. package cream 
cheese, softened

12 oz. Cool Whip®
3/4 cup sugar

Soak apples in water and 1/2 tsp. salt. Drain. Cook 
butter, pineapple and flour until thick. Cool. Mix 
pineapple mixture with apples. Pour in 9” x 13” 
glass baking dish. Mix remaining ingredients. 
Spread on top of mixture. Garnish with nuts. 

Barbara’s 
Mexican Cornbread

1 cup self-rising meal
2 eggs

1-8oz. can cream corn
1 cup sour cream

1/2 cup oil. 
1 cup grated cheddar
jalapeños, if desired

Preheat oven to 400º. Mix all ingredients. Grease 
the bottom and sides of a baking dish or iron skil-
let. Pour batter into dish. Bake for 20 to 30 min-
utes, or until top is golden brown. 

Andrea’s
Peach Cobbler

1 cup flour
1 cup sugar
1 cup milk

1 stick melted butter
1 can peaches in syrup

Preheat oven to 350º.In mixing bowl combine 
flour, sugar and milk. Mix until smooth. Pour 
mixture into 9” x 9” baking dish or pan. Pour 
peaches and syrup over mixture. Top with melted 
butter. Bake approximately 30 minutes. Top will be 
golden. Can substitute any canned fruit. 

Community 
service is the fo-
cus of the Owens 
Cross Roads 
Homemakers 
Club. The ladies 
in this group put 
countless hours 
into service proj-
ects throughout 

the year. They also enjoy sharing recipes and homemaking tips 
during their meetings. They have chosen a few of their favor-
ites to share with The Communicator this month. 

Shown above (L to R): Margaret Mann, Barbara Webster, 
Sherry Gray, Regina Phillips and Andrea Bridges.
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“Football Fever” is the photo theme for September. Send pictures matching the photo theme to: NHTC • Attn.: Communicator Photos • P.O. Box 452 • New 
Hope, Alabama 35760. You may prefer to e-mail your photo to communicator@nehp.net. Follow these guidelines for publication: (1) Photos must match 
theme. (2) Photos must  be high resolution. The resolution offered by some printers is not high enough for publication. (3) Do not write on the back of 
photo. Include names of persons in photo, as well as, photographer, address and phone number on paper taped to back. (4) Include a self-addressed 
stamped envelope if you would like your photo returned. (5) The  Deadline for September is July 20th.

 By submitting your photos: (1) you attest that you are the creator and owner of the photos, (2) you give New Hope Telephone permission to publish your material in The Communicator, (3) 
you agree to offer said photos without the expectation of payment from New Hope Telephone, and (4) you understand that photos are selected for publication in The Communicator at the sole 
discretion of New Hope Telephone, and that submission of your photo does not guarantee your photo will appear in the magazine.

Independence Day
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Trey Gulley at 
Goosepond  

Colony in 2005. 
Photo sent by 
Jessica Gulley.

Maggie Dudley in  
Panama City Beach.  
Photo submitted by  
mom, Nikki Dudley.

Blaine Haywood. He 
is the son of David & 

Kim Haywood. Charley and Wade Garner. 
Photo by Jessica Gulley.

Ellison Grace at 3 
months old. She is 

the daughter of Josh 
& Kelly Etheredge.

Ella & Rowyn, daughters 
of Jason & Kandi 

 Morrison of Grant.  
Photo taken by Granna.

Kolby Bolton is the son of 
Chad & Shannon Bolton. 

Photo taken by Toots.

Sara is the 
daughter of 

Emily Frazier. 
Sara’s  grand-

parents are 
Tad & Beth 

Carlisle.

Jackson Andrew 
Stapler. Picture 
sent in by Nana 
Janice Franks.



new hope telephone cooperative
P.O. Box 452
New Hope, Alabama   35760

Pre-sort
Standard

US PoStage Paid

Metro Mail
36201
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Personal response service & Medication Management

confidence • security • peace of mind

Who can benefit from CAREconnect?

• Seniors who are 
alone for extended 
hours each day

• Anyone with a 
serious medical 
condition

• Anyone who has 
trouble walking

• Seniors who live 
alone

Do you know someone who could benefit from 
CAREconnect? Stop by NHTC’s office and learn 

about all the benfits and features. 

Do you know someone who could benefit from Do you know someone who could benefit from 
CAREconnect? Stop by NHTC’s office and learn CAREconnect? Stop by NHTC’s office and learn 

Sign up for 

CAREconnect

during July

and receive

a FREE
Travel Mug

Call
NHTC 

Today!
723-4211




