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Manager’s Comments
Someone once said, “there’s no better
time like the present to plan for the future.” That may seem somewhat comical,
but there’s a lot of truth in that statement.
We all do some level of planning
every day. We plan what we’re going
to wear to work, what we’re having for
dinner, or what TV program we want to
watch that evening.
All of us involve ourselves in shortterm planning. Where it becomes more
challenging is when we must look far
into the future. While making plans for
three, five or ten years down the road is
difficult, such long-range planning is essential to the success of your NHTC.
A great example is our program
to deploy fiber throughout our service
area. Rebuilding our entire system is an
enormous task, and one that could not
be accomplished without stratetic longrange planning. Setting goals and working to achieve those goals is the only way
we will find ourselves with a fiber system
in the next five to ten years.
We will begin work this month on a
new eight-mile stretch of fiber. We could
have installed this fiber in any number of
places on our system. But we chose this
particular location because of the new
subdivisions being developed in the area.
Why is that important? Think about
this. If we don’t build fiber to this area

now, we will have to build copper for
phone service and coax for cable TV to
serve the new homes. Then, further into
our fiber project, we’ll have to come
back and rebuild the area to convert it to
our fiber system. Think about how much
money we will save the company by
building out fiber in these areas now.
These kinds of efficiencies can only
be realized through careful planning. As
we move into a new year and you plan
your 2008, remember that setting goals
and following a plan are critical steps in
the growth of your cooperative.
In other news, you recently received a letter in the mail regarding
CPNI, or Customer Proprietary Network
Information. We realize such security
measures seem like a waste of time in a
rural area where we know most of our
members by name. But please understand that this is mandated by the Federal
Communications Commission across
the country, and we must comply. Please
keep reading your Communicator magazine for more information. s

Tom Wing is General
Manager of New
Hope Telephone
Cooperative

Once again the City of New Hope is offering a scholarship to a lucky
graduating senior from New Hope High School. Applications for the $1,000
academic scholarship are available at City Hall or from Claude Lang,
Graduation Coach at New Hope High School.
All applications must be completed and returned to City Hall by no later than
April 1, 2008. A committee will review all applications and determine the
winner. This scholarship is made available without regard to race, ethnicity,
national origin, religion, gender or disability.
							

Board of Directors
Greg Glover, President

Owens Cross Roads Exchange

Jimmy Segler, Vice President
Grant Exchange

Jim Duncan, Secretary
New Hope Exchange

David Ayers, Treasurer
Grant Exchange

Sonny Cantrell
Grant Exchange

Jeff Cooper

New Hope Exchange

Garland Elders

Owens Cross Roads Exchange

Barry Jones

New Hope Exchange

Barry Mefford

New Hope Exchange

The

Communicator
January 2008

Vol. 7, No. 1

The City of New Hope Scholarship

Page 2

is a member-owned corporation
dedicated to providing communications technology to the residents
and businesses of New Hope,
Grant and Owens Cross Roads.

is a monthly magazine published by
New Hope Telephone Cooperative,
©2008. It is distributed without charge
to all Cooperative members/owners.
New Hope Telephone Cooperative
P.O. Box 452
New Hope, AL 35760
www.nehp.net

For Customer Service: Call 723-4211

For Editorial Advertising:

Call Tammy Pritchett, 256-723-8004
or email communicator@nehp.net

Produced for NHTC by:
WordSouth Public Relations, Inc.
www.WordSouth.com
On the cover:
The Big Tree was a landmark in
New Hope for generations. The tree
died, and was taken down in late
December. Read more on page 8.
The Communicator • January 2008

You’re
Invited
Remember when paying your phone
bill with a check to include the phone
number of the account you are paying on the memo line. This eliminates
confusion and ensures the proper
account will receive credit for
payment. NHTC appreciates your
cooperation.

Think About It
“If you want to live a happy
life, tie it to a goal, not to people
or things.”
– Albert Einstein

New Hope Telephone Cooperative
will hold their 3rd Annual
Customer Appreciation Day
on Thursday, February 14th
from 8:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.
at the NHTC Business Office
Everyone is invited to stop by
our office for refreshments
and to visit and meet the staff.
Be sure to register for door prizes
to be given away throughout the day.
We hope to see you on
Valentine’s Day!

Don’t let the high cost of housing keep you
from owning the house you want to call home
Increase your buying power with a 40-year
fixed rate mortgage so you can get the
home you want to own. Ask us about all
the benefits a 40-year fixed-rate mortgage
can give you – including greater purchasing
power, lower monthly payments and more.
steve green, senior loan officer
sgreen@homeamericamortgage.com

800-585-2684 approval line
8 6 0 6 S i m p s o n P o i n t Roa d G r a n t, A l 3 5 7 4 7
equal housing lender • Residential Mortgagee #11486
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Pay online with E-bill
Paying your phone bill has never
been easier. Since the introduction of
NHTC’s electronic billing system last
January, members have signed up in
record numbers.
With electronic billing members can
access their account via the Internet any
time of day or night. This new service
provides customers with real-time information about their account.
Customers can view statements, payment information, long distance (including unbilled long distance) and other
information. And since it will be on the
Web, it can be accessed anytime.
Members can pay their bill using a
credit or debit card anytime. And most
recently, NHTC added the “Pay by
Check Online” feature enabling members
to have their checking account debited
for the amount of their phone bill.
If you haven’t already registered for
this free service offered by NHTC take a

few minutes at your home computer and
set up an online account. For security
reasons an e-mail address and password
are required to view your billing information. Sign-up is simple:
1. Go to https://ebill.nehp.net
2. Choose the link “Click here to sign
up for online account access”. This will
take you to a new user registration page.
3. You will be required to enter your
telephone number and account number
(found on you billing statement) and
your e-mail address.
4. Your computer generated password
will be e-mailed back to you. The password can be easily changed after you are
logged into the E-bill system by clicking
on the “Change My Password” link provided on the left navigation panel.
Call NHTC at 723-4211 if you would
like more information about electronic
billing or if you need assistance setting
up your online account. s

Look for the new phone books
Every subscriber to New Hope Telephone Cooperative should receive
a new directory soon. All phone books will be delivered by the end of
February.
The new phone book has useful resources including a section from
NHTC explaining custom calling features and how to use each one, calling plans, and general information. There is a listing for the neighboring
areas of Albertville, Boaz, Guntersville, Gurley and Huntsville.
When you get the new directory don’t just throw your old one away.
If you can’t think of a use for it (keep an old one in the car for emergencies and in your guest room for visitors) drop them in the recycle bin at
the telephone cooperative. Recycling turns old phone books into useful
items such as roofing materials, cat litter, bags and even next year’s
directory. But the best reason to recycle or reuse your old directory is
to keep tons of paper from making its way into our already crowded
landfills. Thanks for pitching in.
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Internet Tech support
around the clock
No matter what time of day you
need Internet support, we’re here for
you. New Hope Telephone Cooperative
offers Internet tech support 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. Read what
Kim Worley of Mr. Fix It had to say
about her experience.
“I bought a new computer and
couldn’t get my modem to work. It
was after hours, so I called tech support. After explaining my problem, the
gentleman was able to talk me through
a few steps and everything worked
perfectly,” says Worley. “He spoke
to me on my level. I didn’t have to
have him explain anything and he also
helped me set up my email accounts.
It was great.”
If you just signed up for Internet
service, need to configure a new computer or just have general problems
getting on the Internet, call 723-8940
anytime.
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What do you know about digital TV?

Alright, so you’re not totally up-todate on all that has to do with your television set. You’re not interested in cable,
satellite, video on demand or anything
like that.
Your closest family members make
fun of your “rabbit ears” and neighbors
mistake your rooftop antenna for a small
ham radio operation—but what do you
care? You have free over-the-air broadcast TV, and that’s ok with you.
Well there are some changes in
broadcast television coming that will
affect even the least of these. The signal
your television is receiving now is about
to be replaced! But this is a good thing.
The Federal Communications
Commission (the FCC—those in control of the air waves) has set February
17, 2009 as the date that all over-the-air

broadcasting by full-power stations will
be all-digital. Millions of households
with nondigital sets will no longer be
able to receive over-the-air broadcasts
unless they take action.
If your set was purchased recently,
there is a good chance that it is ready to
receive digital signals. Look at the back
of your TV for labels like “Digital Tuner
Built-In,” “Digital Receiver,” “Digital
Tuner,” “DTV,” or “ATSC.”
If your set is not ready, make plans
now to buy a converter that will work
with your existing TV and antenna. The
government will be providing $40 coupons to purchase these converters to keep
the free TV coming.
“NHTC cable customers don’t need
to be worried about replacing their
television,” says Rusty Bright, of NHTC.

“Analog signals are automatically converted to digital through our system.”
Digital TV provides a better picture and sound quality than analog, but
it is not the same as High Definition
Television (HDTV). HDTV is a wide
screen format that provides the highest resolution and picture quality of all
digital signals.
Another great thing about Digital
TV—no more snow! That’s right, a
digital signal is either on or off. There’s
no more static, fuzz or snow. And a
digital signal takes up less room in the
broadband spectrum. Which will be good
for others who need the room, like local
police and other emergency personnel.
Do you still have questions? Go to
www.dtv.gov for more information about
digital TV. s

Simple.

Co n v e n i e n t.

Secure.

Whether you’re close to town,
or miles away…
managing your finances
has never been easier.
• View your account balance.
• Pay your bills electronically.
• Transfer funds between accounts.
• Reorder your checks.
• View your account history.

For more information on
Online Banking, call 728-4213
The Communicator • January 2008										
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Meet me at the Big

A landmark to generations of
local residents, the large oak tree
on Highwy 431 is taken down

“I’ll meet you at the big tree.” It was a phrase Jerry Craig
had uttered hundreds of times over in his life. But on Monday
morning, December 17, it was the last time he would give those
directions.
The District 3 Madison County Commissioner gave his
crews instruction to haul heavy equipment to the intersection
where the old Highway 431 and the new meet in New Hope. In
less than an hour, they had taken down the large oak tree that
has served as a landmark to generations of area residents.
“Before the new highway came through, this was the meeting place,” says Commissioner Craig of ‘the big tree,’ as it
was known throughout the region. Young people would meet
their dates under
the branches of the
oak, and countless
people riding to
school or work with
friends would meet
there.
The big tree
also served as an
informal public
forum. “There have
been a lot of elections won and lost
under that tree,”
Craig says. “Lots
of discussions have
Madison County Commissioner Jerry Craig (left)
been held there.”
discusses the state permit calling for the removal
There is no
of the big tree with Larry and Tara Furlough,
way to measure the
owners of Tara Manufacturing.
impact the big tree
had on the region’s
economy through the years. Countless truckloads of watermelons, cantaloupes and other produce have been sold in the shade
of the old oak, as well as innumerable flea market items.
How do you find New Hope, Alabama? For generations, the
answer was always the same: just look for the big tree.
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Tree...

The death of a landmark

Progress sometimes comes with sacrifice. The development
of a four-lane state highway from Guntersville to Huntsville
brought increased traffic through New Hope on the new
Highway 431. Homes were relocated, people moved, and the
landscape of the city changed forever.
And the big tree suffered greatly. The new lanes were built
between the tree and the existing road bed, bringing excavation
perilously close to the oak. When a drainage ditch was cut within feet of the tree to move water away from the highway, the
root system was damaged beyond the tree’s ability to recover.
“We’ve had three years of drought,” says Mark Poole of
New Hope, who drove by often and watched the tree’s demise
after the the road was built. “With the damage to its roots, it just
couldn’t get enough water.”
The signs were subtle at first. A few dead limbs could
be seen in the very top of the tree. Then it showed signs of
problems on the side facing the highway. This past spring, the
mighty oak that had shaded the corner for generations put out
just a few leaves, its last effort before a complete death.
It was once an icon of the community. It marked a spot
on the earth that everyone who ever lived in the region could
reference in three short words. And now it had become a public
safety issue that must be addressed before someone was hurt.
The Communicator • January 2008

Taking it down

Members of the Family First
Homemakers Club discussed the
dangers posed by the dead tree with
Commissioner Craig. He put them in
touch with the state Department of
Transportation, who agreed it was a
public safety concern and quickly issued
a permit to remove the tree.
On Monday morning, December 17,
Madison County road department crews
gathered with equipment to tear down
the tree. An operator used a trackhoe to
reach up and break off the limbs. They
snapped and fell easily. “It’s a wonder
somebody hasn’t already been hurt,” said
Craig.
Some people stopped to watch their
landmark come down. Leo Meeks said
his parents were married under the tree
in 1944. He took a small cross section

of a branch with him, hoping to mount
a photo of his mother and father on the
wood.
Ann B. Craig came with her husband
to watch the tree fall. It was a sad day
for her, as she remembered playing in
its branches and underneath its protective shade as a child. “My father bought
this land in 1918, and that tree was here
then,” she said.

A new sign

For years, the big tree stood as a
sign that said ‘welcome to New Hope.’
Through the efforts of numerous people
in the community, the tree will be
replaced by a beautiful sign that greets
everyone traveling Highway 431. To find
out what the sign will look like and who
is making it possible, be sure to read next
month’s issue of The Communicator.s

Share Your Memories
The Communicator is looking for
your memories of “the big tree.” Do
you have interesting stories to tell
about this local landmark? Maybe
you have photos of friends or family
members underneath the special oak.
Please consider sharing your memories with the community. If we have
enough response, we will publish your
thoughts and photos in an upcoming
issue of The Communicator, your New
Hope Telephone Cooperative community magazine. Please jot down your
memories and drop them by the cooperative office on Main Drive in New
Hope, along with any photos you
may have. For more information, call
Tammy Pritchett at 723-4211. Thanks
for sharing your memories with us!

We know you.
We know the area.
Let’s get together
and Sell Your Home!
List with professionals
you know and trust!

Sue Swann

Dennis Martin

Freddy Hill

Realtor®
Mobile: 509-7062
sueswann182@hotmail.com

Owner/Broker
Mobile: 658-1457
dencom@nehp.net

Realtor®
Mobile: 302-9548
frhill@nehp.net

723-3184 • 866-723-3184
10160 Hwy 431 S., Ste. 3 • New Hope, AL
The Communicator • January 2008										

Page 7

A Man of Honor
Derek Gray joined the Marine Corps in
2006 to serve his country. Little did he
know that his first two years of service
would be spent on the basketball court
and not the battlefield.

Lance Corporal Derek Gray of the
U.S. Marine Corps has experienced how
the military can show a young man the
world. But his first trip oversees landed
him on a different kind of battlefield. It
had a level playing field and very familiar terrain.
This 6’7” Marine was thousands
of miles away from New Hope, but he
was right at home on the basketball
court with the U.S. Armed Forces Men’s
Basketball Team during the 2007 SHAPE
International Basketball Tournament in
Mons, Belgium.
Gray had been training for this
war since he was seven-years-old. His
parents, Donald and Deborah Gray said
they would not let Derek try out for the
basketball team until he could throw the
ball high enough to hit the rim.
They kept their promise. Soon Derek
began his basketball career on the New
Hope 7 and 8-year-olds team and never
looked back.
At age 14, Derek’s body began to
catch up with the growing passion he had
developed for basketball—thanks to a
growth spurt that stretched him to 6’6”.
“Apparently we had a great grandfather that was really tall,” explains

Deborah. “In every photo his head is cut
off.”
Derek’s oldest brother, Donny, was
rewarded for his excellence on the court
with a basketball scholarship to Wallace
State.
Derek set his goals to follow the
example before him and scored his
own free ride to education. After
graduation from New Hope High
School in 2000, Derek accepted a
2-year scholarship to Bevill State
Community College in Fayette and
then another 2-year scholarship to
Athens State University.

Military basketball provided a new
level of competition. Derek is now an
inch taller than he was in high school and
is equipped with a thicker government
shaped frame. This puts him at 6’7”, 240
lbs, so he can always find some room in
the paint.

Patriot Games

Derek joined the Marine Corps
in 2006 after learning that no one in
his immediate family had served in
the military. He wanted to represent
his family.
Derek carried his love for
basketball to Paris Island. He went
from shooting in the gym to being
invited to play on the Marine team.
He joined the Camp Pendleton
team when he was transferred to
California and made the U.S. All
Marine Team that same year.
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Derek Gray play basketball for New Hope High School
before joining the Marine Corps.
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On January 1, 2007, Derek was proDeborah, “they were just friends.”
courthouse marriage? The statistics may
moted to Lance Corporal. His basketball
The two met again online. Derek was not be in their favor, but their parent’s tell
career continued to advance as well. This serving in California and Ashley was
another story.
year Derek was again asked to play with
finishing her education in Alabama; but
Derek’s mom and dad dated for only
the U.S. All Marine Team.
their hearts were growing closer together. six days before they were married at the
This group was presented with a huge
Derek and Ashley made plans to
courthouse, 34 years ago. And Ashley’s
challenge in the Armed Forces
parents were also wed at the courtMen’s Basketball Championships.
house, 26 years ago.
This tournament brings the best
basketball players from the U.S.
Some view courthouse wedArmy, Navy, Air Force, and
dings as a place for couples to join
Marines to one court to battle each
together without religious influother for the gold medal.
ence. But that is not the case for
The November 2007 champithese families. They have faith that
onship was held at Marine Corps
there is more to this world than
Air Station in Cherry Point, N.C.
what the eye can see. They believe
With Derek’s help, the All Marine
that someone is in control.
Team brought home the Silver
How does the mother of a
medal for the second year in a
young Marine sleep at night?
row—an accomplishment that
“I gave my kids to God a long
hasn’t happened in the history of
time ago,” says Deborah. “There’s
the Armed Forces Sports.
no way I can take care of him.
From this tournament, Derek
He’s in God’s hands—no matter
was recruited along with only two
what.”
other Marines to join the 2007 All
Armed Forces Men’s Basketball
Team. It was an enormous honor
Though united as one, these
because members for the team
newlyweds will have to face their
are chosen on merit alone. This
next challenges alone.
team had only days to practice
Derek is preparing for a tour
together before competing at the
of duty in Iraq that will begin in
SHAPE International Basketball
Mr. and Mrs. Derek Gray - Derek and sweetheart Ashley Vandiver
Tournament in Mons, Belgium.
were married on the front lawn of the courthouse in New Bern, North August. Ashley is finishing her
Historically, the U.S. has not
Carolina last November. The couple will reside at Camp Pendleton, Business Management degree and
will graduate from Athens in May.
done well at this competition. But California after Derek completes a tour of duty in Iraq.
The couple plans to reside in
the tournament ended December
California when Derek returns.
3rd with the U.S. defeating the defending see each other at the Cherry Point, N.C.
“He just fell in love with the coast,”
tournament in November. Both sets of
champs, Latvia, and bringing home the
parents were coming to see Derek play in says Deborah. “He says he would like to
Bronze.
live on the base at Camp Pendelton or
the tournament—they just couldn’t wait
nearby.”
any longer.
Basketball has been a time consumDerek’s aunt, Arlita Pennington, is
“They were engaged on Friday and
ing love for Derek. But this 26-year-old
married on Monday,” says Deborah. “His concerned for her young nephew.
has managed to make room for another
“I would like everyone to remember
coach let him miss practice for the wedlove in his life.
Derek, and all of our service men and
ding, but he had to play in the game that
Derek met Ashley Vandiver back in
women,” she says. “We are filled with
night.”
high school. “But they never dated,” says
gratitude for their sacrifices.”s
What are the chances for this

A family of faith

To the Future

Two loves combine
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SVFD protecting community

Fire Chief Mitch McCullough shows an old air tank
while volunteer Beth Jackson, is shown with a new
air tank purchased with grant money.

When it comes to fighting fires,
seconds save lives and property. The 23
members that make up the Swearengin
Volunteer Fire Department understand.
That’s one reason why Chief Mitch
McCullough worked so hard to obtain a
FEMA grant. The grant helped purchase
equipment which will make the fire fighters faster.
It took eight months of hard work to
get the grant. There was a lot of research
that had to be done and tons of paperwork. “We had to know what we needed
and show how the money would be
spent,” explains McCullough. “We also
had to match five percent of the grant
through fundraising efforts.”
All the hard work paid off and the fire
department received $112,045. The money
enabled the volunteer fire department
to purchase new air
tanks and turnout
gear for the fire
fighters. The new
air tanks meet all
the federal safety
standards. “Our old
tanks have been
in service for over
20 years,” says
McCullough. “The
new tanks are about
6 pounds lighter
and provide 15
extra minutes of air.
That makes a real
difference in a fire.”
That difference
has been proven
on more than one
occasion. The fire
department covers
a 25-square-mile
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area and they respond to 105 calls on
average each year. Due to the drought,
the number of calls in 2007 was over
130. “In a couple of those fires we were
able to save some personal items,” explains McCullough. “They would have
been totally destroyed without the new
equipment.”
While this new equipment has been
a real boost to the volunteers, they have
always worked hard for the community
they serve. They participate in training
exercises to help prepare them for every
emergency and increase their response
time. This training has paid off in a big
way for the entire community. “We were
able to get our ISO rating changed from
a 8/9 to 6/9,” said McCullough. “That
could save homeowners on their insurance costs.”
The Insurance Service Organization
(ISO) Rating measures the major elements of a community’s fire suppression
system and develops a numeric grade
from 1 to 9. Most insurance companies
use a community’s ISO Rating when
establishing insurance premiums for both
commercial and residential property. In
general, the lower the ISO Rating the
lower the insurance premiums will be.
The fire department has come a long
way since they started in 1980 with a
1958 open cab fire engine, but they’re
still not where they want to be. “Some
equipment only averages a seven year
life span before it has to be replaced. And
when turnout gear costs about $2,000 per
man it’s tough. We operate on a budget
of about $12,000 each year,” explains
McCullough. “That barely covers gas
expenses and insurance we are required
to carry. Anything extra has to come
through fundraising efforts and the support of the community we serve.”s
The Communicator • January 2008

Community unites for Christmas
Several years ago the Community Christmas Share
Program began as a way to help provide Christmas
presents to two underprivileged children. Since that
first Christmas, the program has grown and so have
the number of children that benefit from the charity.
Now the entire community gets involved. Area
merchants, like those pictured here, set up ‘Angel
Trees’ in their businesses and invited members of
the community to pick an ‘Angel’ from the tree and
purchase a gift for that child. Others provided financial
support and still others volunteered their time to help
collect and distribute the gifts.
Tommy Barry of OCR Small Engines presented
certificates as a token of appreciation from the board
of the Community Christmas Share Program. “We are
grateful to everyone for their help. The generosity of
individuals like you made it possible to help provide
Merchants shown L to R: Tommy Baker, Citizens Bank & Trust; Dennis Martin, Dennis
Christmas for more than 140 children this December,”
Martin Realty; Tammy Weeks, NHTC; Tammy Pritchett, NHTC;Brian Capshaw, New Hope
First Baptist Church; Tommy Barry, OCR Small Engines; Larry Furlough, Tara Graphics. said Barry. s

723-2835

mrfixit@nehp.net

El Paso
Mexican Restaurant

Hi folks, I’m Lucy. My parents, Harlan & Kim Worley, own Mr. Fix It. If
you have a home improvement project you’ve been putting off, give
them a call. Start to finish, they can turn your dream into a reality.
Whether you want an addition, a complete remodel, or just need
a light fixture replaced they can help. And unlike me, they clean up
their mess when they’re finished.

Call on us for all your home improvements & repairs

Family atmosphere • The Best Mexican Food in Town
Music by JD Pollard Friday 6-9pm
Karaoke 9-midnight

10160 Hwy 431 - New Hope - 723-2399
coupon

$1.00 off any entree
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Offer valid through January 31, 2008.
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Pastor’s Notes
By Larry Bishop, Pastor
First Baptist Church
New Hope

There was a man who had martin
houses in his back yard. The houses
were there for purple martins, birds that
eat their weight in mosquitoes and other
pesky insects each day. Repairs and
cleaning could be easily done, because
he had mounted the houses on a telescoping pole.
One day the man noticed that one
of the houses had slipped down the pole
and was very low to the ground. The
martins did not seem to mind but he was
afraid that the cats would get into the
house, so he went out to raise it. When
he approached the house he looked
inside and there staring him in the face

were birds. They scattered like a covey
of quail.
The man made the repairs and then
raised the house back to its proper position. But there was one old bird that
decided what the man had done was
terribly wrong. Now every time the man
walked into his backyard that old bird
would fly from its perch, diving within
six inches of his head. Each dive was
accompanied with a “chirrup”, bird language for; I’m really upset with you!
One day while under attack he
thought, you old bird if I could only
communicate with you and tell you that
I am trying to save you from the cats.
God is saying the same thing today; I
want to communicate with you. “The
Word was made flesh and dwelt among
us” (John 1:14), because God wants to
save you. See you in church Sunday!

Community Calendar
January 2008
January 7

New Hope City Council Meeting
New Hope City Hall, 7 p.m.

Grant City Council Meeting
Grant Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

January 15
Genealogy 101

“Begin Where You Are” Genealogy class from 7 to
9 p.m. at the New Hope Public Library. For more
information call 723-2995.

January 17

Owens Cross Roads City Council Meeting
Owens Cross Roads Town Hall, 7 p.m.

January 21

New Hope City Council Meeting
New Hope City Hall, 7 p.m.

Grant City Council Meeting
Grant Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

Start securing your
future today with
an IRA from
Citizen’s Bank.

Bank & Trust
Our Greatest Asset is You

Our hometown staff can help you prepare for retirement.
Call us at 256-723-4600
member FDIC
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5053 Main Drive • New Hope, Al
www.citizensbanktrust.com

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

The Communicator • January 2008

Inspiration Corner
Happy New Year! One thing about
New Year, it includes everyone. Have
you ever been excluded from some organization and it left you feeling abandoned? Let me share with you there is a
place where your income does not matter, the lack of any particular talent does
not matter, and to join there is absolutely
nothing required of you that involves a
worldly act. John 3:16 tells us, “For God
SO loved the world He gave His only
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life”!! The Good News of Jesus! All
you have to do to be accepted into God’s
family is believe in Jesus!
Now, before I get in trouble consider the life of a caterpillar. It lives one
stage of life as a worm with legs, enters

a second stage as a leathery sack on a
tree limb, then enters a third stage as a
beautiful butterfly. Second Corinthians
tells us, “So if anyone is in Christ, there
is a new creation: everything old has
passed away.” In other words, salvation
is transitioning from one life to a totally
new life, like the caterpillar goes from
walking to flying. There are new things
to be done in the new life that were left
out of the old one, so I pray if you are
wanting to find the new life that offers
the only hope of getting you off this
earth alive, you will look for the guidance of Jesus in a church near you.

Michael Carpenter, Pastor
New Hope United Methodist
Church & Oak Bowery
United Methodist Church

New Hope UMC
Angel Food Ministry
Anyone can participate in Angel
Food. It is a ministry that helps
families stretch their budget by providing quality food at low prices.
The average Angel Food basket has
enough food to feed a family of 4
for an entire week for only $25. This
is the same quality food you would
find it your grocery store. The food
is more affordable because it is purchased in bulk at a discount from
the manufacturer. You can call the
church to find out the next month’s
menu and to place orders.
We will take orders February 11
- 16. The pick-up date is Saturday,
March 1 from 8:00 a.m. until 9:30
a.m. at the church.

It’s time you tried our
Meatball Subs!
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Williams, Owner,
Owner, Certified
Certified HVAC
HVAC Contractor
Contractor
Phone 426-9779, 723-2477 or 426-3983
• Service All Makes and Models • Custom Installation &
Repair • Residential & Light Commercial
• Maintenance Agreements Available

only $7.74

One hearty meal
at one low price!

includes fries & drink

723-4181
Hwy 431 S. • New Hope
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Tried and True Recipes
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These mouth-watering recipes are sure
to send cooks to the kitchen to try them out
for their next big gathering. They were provided by the ladies of the Owens Cross Roads
Homemakers and Community Leaders Club.
The organization is dedicated to helping
promote and improve both community and
family. This is demonstrated in several ways each
year including school reading and teacher appreciation events, sewing projects for the nursing
home, beautification awards and so much more.

Hot Corn

corn salad
3 cans shoe pe
g corn
1 bundle green
onions
1/2 bell pepper
1 tomato
salt & pepper to
taste
1 tsp. mayonna
ise

by Regina Philli
ps

Drain corn. Add
chopped onions
, bell peppers
and tomatoes.
Then add may
on
naise and salt
& pepper to ta
ste. Chill before
serving.

Would you like to see your group or organization featured on the recipe page? Send us 6 to 8
kitchen-tested recipes along with the name and
contact information for your group. Be sure to
include the member name with each recipe.
Send to: NHTC, The Communicator, PO Box
452, New Hope, Alabama 35760.
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cranberry salad

by Margaret Mann

2 small pkg. Raspberry Jello
1 lg. can crushed pineapple
1 can whole cranberry sauce
1 can chopped mandarin oranges
1 cup chopped pecans, optional
Dissolve Jello in 2 cups hot water. Add cranberry
sauce, stir until almost dissolved. Add remaining ingredients. Pour into 9 x 13 dish and congeal
overnight.
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“March Winds ” is the photo theme for March. Send pictures matching the photo theme to: NHTC • Attn: Tammy Pritchett • P.O. Box 452 • New Hope,
Alabama 35760. You may prefer to e-mail your photo to communicator@nehp.net. Follow these guidelines for publication: (1) Photos must match theme. (2)
Photos must be high resolution. The resolution offered by some printers is not high enough for publication. (3) Do not write on the back of photo. Include
names of persons in photo, as well as, photographer, address and phone number on paper taped to back. (4) Include a self-addressed stamped envelope if
you would like your photo returned. (5) Deadline for March is January 20th.
By submitting your photos: (1) you attest that you are the creator and owner of the photos, (2) you give New Hope Telephone permission to publish your material in The Communicator, (3)
you agree to offer said photos without the expectation of payment from New Hope Telephone, and (4) you understand that photos are selected for publication in The Communicator at the sole
discretion of New Hope Telephone, and that submission of your photo does not guarantee your photo will appear in the magazine.
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Looking for a Great Deal on Cable TV?
With NHTC Cable your search is over!

We have 3 Cable Packages to choose from:
		

— TV Limited is only $15 per month

		

— TV Basic is only $25 per month

		

— TV Expanded is only $44 per month

— PLUS —
√ All the Premium Channels you want
√ Digital Channels at NO EXTRA CHARGE
√ High-Definition Channels at NO CHARGE

sign-up in January
and we’ll waive the
installation fee
that’s a savings
of up to $40!

call today, 723-4211
New Hope Telephone Cooperative
P.O. Box 452
New Hope, Alabama 35760

Pre-sort
Standard
US Postage Paid
Metro Mail
36201

